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Blue Mounds

by Meg Skinner

Madisonian banjo picking, guitar-
strumming, silver-voiced Mac Robertson
will again lead Summer Folk Sing-alongs
in Blue Mounds State Park on the third
Friday of June, July, and August. The sing-
ingbegins at 8 p.m., time to sneak a peak at
the sun setting in the west from the high-
est point in southern Wisconsin. This is a
family oriented event, and the audience is
invited not only to sing along, but bring
and play any instruments they can strum,
shake, rattle or blow.

The first of the Summer Sing-alongs,
June 18th at 8 p.m., will be held in the
Ampbhitheatre, to the east (left) of the cir-
cular drive at the top of the Blue Mound,
as others will be using the main shelter to
set up for the next day’s Horribly Hilly
Hundred Bike Race. The July 16th and
August 20th summer Sing-alongs will be
held at the main shelter.

Mac Robertson, whose day job is teach-
ing computer science at Madison College,
has developed a loyal multi-generational
following in the past four years of leading
the summer sing-alongs. Families camping
at the park, and from the area join Madi-
son Folk Music Society members amid the
mists that often settle into the park after
sundown. Rise Up Singing books will be
available for those who need the words,
but Mac is sensitive to his audience, and
usually chooses well-loved favorites sug-
gested by young and old.

Blue Mound State Park is just north
of the Village of Blue Mounds, about 25
miles west of Madison via US Highway
18/151. From Highway 18/151, go north
on County Highway F and turn left on
County Highway ID into Blue Mounds.
Go west on Highway ID about a half
mile to Mounds Road. Turn right (north)
and follow Mounds Road north through
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town. (Mounds Road becomes Mounds
Park Road once you leave the village.) The
park entrance is one mile north of the in-
tersection of Highway ID and Mounds
Road. You will need a state park sticker
to drive into the park, but once there, the
sing-alongs are free!

By foot or bicycle, you can reach the
park by way of the Military Ridge State
Trail. The park access trail is about .7 mile
west of Mounds Park Road on the Mili-
tary Ridge Trail.

The fun begins June 18, continues July
16, and the last of the summer sing-alongs
(until next year!) will be August 20.

MadFolk Concert Tickets
When you see this symbol — )) -

you'll know that you're reading about
aMad Folk sponsored event. Advance
tickets for Mad Folk shows are avail-
able online at www.madfolk.org and
at these outlets:

e Borders Books East, 2173 Zeier
Road

e Borders Books West, 3416 Univer-
sity Ave.

e Orange Tree Imports, 1721 Mon-
roe Street

e Spruce Tree Music, 851 East John-
son

You can also purchase advance
tickets by mail. Send a stamped self-
addressed envelope with your check
payable to Mad Folk, PO Box 665,
Madison, WI53701. If all else fails,

call 608-846-9214 for information

“Folk in the Rotunda”
to Replace
“Folk on State”

by Ron Dennis

This summer, the dedicated volunteers
of MadFolk and Wild Hog in the Woods
decided to take a break. Instead of the
Folk on State series and Friday nights at
the Wil-Mar Center, both folk music or-
ganizations have joined for a special sum-
mer series during June, July and August.

We’re excited to announce that The
Rotunda, in Madison’s Overture Center,
will be the site of free concerts in June and
August. On Friday, July 23rd, Wild Hog
in the Woods will present their annual
Woody Guthrie Night at the Wil-Mar
Center. Additional folk music will also
be heard on State Street during Maxwell
Street Days, July 16-18, in a collaboration
of MadFolk and the Madison Songwriters
Guild.

The first “Folk in the Rotunda” will be
Saturday, June 19, 11:00am-1:00pm and
will feature Boo Bradley and Tracy Jane
Comer. The second of this series will be
on August 14, 11:00am-1:00pm and will
feature Annie & Rod Capps and Small
Potatoes.

In the fall, regular schedules will be
resumed. Both organizations would like
some new volunteers to help keep folk
music alive in Madison. There’s not a lot
of time commitment required and you'll
hear lots of great music. Please check our
web sites for further information.

Madison Folk Music Society: wwuw.
madfolk.org

Wild Hog in the Woods: www.wild-
hoginthewoods.org

This series is supported in part by The
Overture Center for the Arts and WORT
Community Radio 89.9 FM.



RoseaNNE CaAsH ~ 2009 MANHATTAN RECORDS

Review by Kiki Schucler

In the liner notes to her most recent
release, The List, Roseanne Cash tells the
story of how one afternoon her very fa-
mous father wrote down the one hundred
songs that he felt his teenage daughter
absolutely needed to know. He titled the
list “100 Essential Country Songs,” but as
she points out, “100 Essential American
Songs” might have been a more complete
descriptor given that it wasn’t limited to
country but also included blues, folk, gos-
pel and protest songs. Some of the songs
are instantly familiar (unsurprising given
the source of the inventory), others less so.
Some are inextricably linked to Johnny,
others to his contemporaries like Merle
Haggard, Loretta Lynn and Hank Snow.
Despite that, for the most part she makes
them her own, and the collection is well
chosen for her voice and style. While this
CD covers only one-tenth of that list, she
sets up the sequel(s) by dedicating the re-
cord to her five children, calling it the first
installment of their list.

RO SANNE

Of all the tracks, “Long Black Veil” has
probably been covered more than the rest
(by everyone from The Band to Social Dis-
tortion’s Mike Ness), but Johnny’s is argu-
ably the definitive version. First recorded

in 1959 by Lefty Frizzell, the instant clas-

Cash’s
version features surprisingly understated
backing vocals from Wilco’s Jeff Tweedy.
So restrained is his contribution that Rick

sic feels much older than that.

Depof’s subtle bass clarinet upstages him.
Tweedy is only one of several impressive
guests to lend their voices to this project.
Bruce Springsteen does a vaguely Elvis
impersonation on “Sea of Heartbreak,
which Johnny included on his classic Un-
chained recording in 1996. Rufus Wain-
wright’s ethereal voice pairs well with
Merle Haggard’s classic “leaving on a jet
plane” heartbreak ballad “Silver Wings.”
Even so, Elvis Costello shines as the best
of her vocal partners. His voice meshes
beautifully with Cash’s on their unexpect-
edly bright version of “Heartache by the
Numbers,” the highlight of the disc.

The disc was expertly produced, ar-
ranged, recorded and mixed by Cash’s
husband of 15 years, John Leventhal. He
also played most of the instruments on
the record, and I am guessing
he had a significant hand in
song selection. Cash’s voice
is always the focus, and the
music complements it beau-
tifully. Opening track “Miss
the Mississippi and You” has
a jazzy vibe, a brushed snare
and simple guitar line guid-
ing the song. The best-known
version of the traditional
“Motherless Children” is
probably Eric Clapton’s riff-
filled version, but hers is sim-
pler and perhaps even more
powerful. Leventhal’s man-
dolin and Larry Campbell’s
fiddle are a lovely accompa-
niment. The folk classic “500
Miles” owes its appointment
to folk history to Peter, Paul and Mary, but
Cash’s version is truly a family affair, with
Leventhal playing all the instruments and
daughter Chelsea Crowell on backing vo-
cals. And no one will argue that Cash has

a better voice than “Girl from the North
Country” author Bob Dylan. In fact, the
only song that doesn’t top or at least equal
the best-known version is “She’s Got You.”
Cash just can’t muster the loneliness and
ache of Patsy Cline or Loretta Lynn.

What makes this record different from
other late-career all-cover records, like
Rod Stewart’s recent string of cheesy re-
leases, is that this is a record with a pur-
pose. As with her father’s list, she seeks to
educate her children, and ultimately us,
about those songs that are so quintessen-
tially American that we should all know
them. The List is an excellent start.

Mad Folk News is published monthly by
the Madison Folk Music Society, a non-
profit, volunteer-led society dedicated
to fostering folk music in the Madison
area. Contact us at madfolk@charter.
net. Learn about concerts, membership,
scholarships, and volunteer opportuni-
ties at www.madfolk.org.
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